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Editorial Note

Dear readers,

We are honoured to present AJAP Volume 14 Issue 2, and we are also pleased
toannounce that our journal has been indexed in the Dimensions. This issue presents
four articles written by respected researchers from International Islamic University
Malaysia, Sebelas Maret University, Universiti Utara Malaysia and Universiti Malaya.
These four articles covered research topics on Shariah disclosure, voluntary graphics
disclosure, control and performance of Islamic banks, and the impacts of teaching
methods on technical and soft skills among university students. The overview of these
four articles are briefly presented below.

Amin et al. (2021) investigate the possible perception gaps between Shariah
practitioners and customers of Islamic banks on the importance of Shariah disclosure
in the annual reports. The research is crucial in understanding discrepancies of
perception and anticipation between Islamic bank customers and Shariah
practitioners. As the literature on this topic is scarce, the research findings presented
and discussed in this article help the regulatory and policymaker improve the current
practice of Shariah disclosure in the annual reports of Islamic banks in Malaysia. This
research can also benefit other Asian countries as the current trend favours Islamic
banking practices.

Probohudono et al. (2021) examine the extent and determinants of voluntary
graphics disclosure of 197 audited local government financial statements in Indonesia.
The analysis establishes that, on average, the local government used 44.88 per cent of
voluntary graphics disclosure and found such disclosure practices are uncorrelated
with the local government performance. Indonesia has practised their own financial
reporting standards. The research findings in this article could benefit regulators and
standard-setters in Indonesia and other Asian countries on the advantage of adopting
voluntary graphics disclosure in the local governments’ financial statements.

Alaudin (2021) investigates the relationship between customer fairness and trust-
building and the performance of Islamic banks. This research reveals that customer
trust-building is a critical determinant of performance relative to expectations. Given
the impressive growth in the size and popularity of Islamic banking, Islamic bank
management, both at corporate and operating divisions, may benefit from the research
findings in implementing strategy and developing value-based competitive advantage
in the form of trust and fairness. This article also noted that the lack of support for
customer building results might provide an opportunity for further research into this
topic.

Sulaiman et al. (2021) examine the impacts of teaching methods, namely, student-
centred, lecture-centred, and hybrid (lecture-student), on technical and soft skills of
accounting students using partial least squares structural equation modelling (PLS-
SEM). Generally, the results indicate that the lecturer-centred method impacts the
students’ technical skills, and the hybrid method impacts students’ technical and soft
skills. It is also found that the hybrid teaching method is the most effective in
enhancing accounting students’ technical and soft skills. Particularly in the current
pandemic situation, this article provides an informative discussion that could assist
universities and policymakers worldwide in formulating relevant teaching strategies
and approaches to enhance accounting students” competency.

Our journal encourages quality research in accounting and finance, focusing on
addressing socio-economic issues in society and sustainability. In this issue, the
selected four articles provide a practical discussion related to a better practice of



Shariah disclosure in the annual reports of Islamic banks, voluntary graphics
disclosure in the public sector, customer fairness and trust-building in Islamic banks,
and effective teaching methods in improving university students” technical and soft
skills. The findings and discussions from articles in this issue aim to benefit regulators,
policymakers, standard setters, educators, and the public. To end this humble note, we
extend our gratitude to the authors, reviewers, the editorial and advisory board, and
the management of the faculty of Business and Accountancy, for their contribution and
support in the publication of Volume 14 Issue 2. A very big and warm thank you from
all of us.

Associate Professor Datin Dr Rusnah Muhamad
Associate Professor Dr Ervina Alfan
Associate Professor Dr Mazni Abdullah



