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Abstract

Yuan Mei and Khoo Seok Wan were poetic leaders in two different eras and regions.
Yuan Mei led the Chinese poetry community during the Qianlong (1736-1795) and
Jiaqing (1796-1820) periods, while Khoo Seok Wan led the Singapore poetry community
during Guangxu (1875-1908) and Xuantong (1909-1912) periods as well as early years
after the Republic of China was established. Khoo Seok Wan was not only the successor
to Yuan Mei’s poetics of disposition, but also the reformer. He came into contact with
the poetic theory of the two systems of retrospection and reformation since the mid-Qing
Dynasty. He also had a profound understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of both
sides. Therefore, his discourse on poetry focused on both dispositional and educational
aspects of poem. In the view of the imitation and innovation of poetry, he also regarded
both as equally important. Thus, he formed a poetic theory with the characteristics of
“eclecticism” and “convergence”. Through the discussion of these “eclecticism” and
“convergence” characteristics, it also helps to deepen our understanding of the dissemination
and influence of Yuan Mei’s poetic theory in Singapore.

Keywords: Khoo Seok Wan, Yuan Mei, poetics of disposition, “Wu Bai Shi
Dong Tian Hui Zhu”, Mahua Classical Literature
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