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Abstract: The Eastern Jin Dynasty (317-420 A.D.) and the Southern Dynasties (420-
589 A.D.) is the era when power of aristocratic families reached its peak. The influence
of aristocratic families on society is tremendous. Aristocratic family surname Qiao
and aristocratic family surname Wu conflicted and fused after Yongjia Southward
Migration, which again has tremendous impact upon the formation of cultural
character in areas south of the Yangtze River. The political co-optation and suppression
made by aristocratic family surname Qiao upon aristocratic family surname Wu
constitute a crucial opportunity for the transformation of cultural character in areas
south of the Yangtze River from strength into tenderness. Metaphysics advocated by
aristocratic family surname Qiao influenced the ideological conception of aristocratic
family surname Wu, and endowed the culture in areas south of the Yangtze River
with “unconstrained and leisured” quality from aspects of spiritual freedom, leisurely
temperament and interest, and seclusion atmosphere, etc. The literary and artistic
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literary and artistic creation raised level of the culture in areas south of the Yangtze
River, and helped to bring about the transformation of cultural character in areas south
of the Yangtze River from “simplicity” into “literariness”. The three qualities, “tenderness,
“unconstraint and leisureliness” and “literariness” possessed in later ages by culture in
areas south of the Yangtze River, came into being in era of The Eastern Jin Dynasty and
the Southern Dynasties.
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