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Popular Beauty: Careful Examination of The Text of The Golden Lotus

FU Shan-ming
School of Chinese Language and Culture
Tianjin University of Technology.

Abstract

The elegance and vulgarity of The Golden Lotus are analyzed through the dominating
figures’ daily life, subtle infighting between Ximen Qing’s wife and his concubines, and
lust descriptions. Because of too many sexual descriptions and sex images in The Golden
Lotus, the fiction couldn’t get rid of vulgarity. And just because of those sexual descriptions
and sex images, The Golden Lotus couldn’t be transformed from vulgarity into elegance.
So it’s just an outstanding masterpiece of realism with popular beauty.

Keywords: The Golden Lotus, popular beauty, daily life, writing of gender
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