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Abstract

Malaysian Teochew community is among the largest group in local Chinese communities.
However, according to dialect categorization, this community in fact consists of various
segments of the Chaoshan dialect. There are many Teochew fishing villages along
the Selangor coastal region, which are made up mainly of residents originated from
Waisha village of Chenghai region. Due to language interactions, the dialects of these
Teochew communities have changed. And the different dialectal social structures of each
community also resulted in different modes of variations to these dialects. This is the main
characteristics of variations in Malaysian Chinese dialects. Because the Teochew fishing
villages in Selangor coastal region maintained a primarily homogenous social structure,
they provide a perfect case for the study of Malaysian Chinese dialect variations. This
paper examined the sound systems of the five main fishing villages, and analysed the main
features of variations among them.

Keywords: Chenghai dialect, Chaoshan dialect, Waisha dialect, Malaysian
Chinese dialects, dialect sound system
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