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Others-Condole Himself:
Elegies of Middle Ages and Scholars’s Aesthetic Psychology
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Abstract

Elegy is a song people sing for funeral ceremony. Since Han Dynasty, scholars started to
develop a different view towards life and aroused a series of suffering consciousness. It
was then presented in the Nineteen Poetry (Gushi Shijiu Shou) especially in the writing
style of elegies. From the Han Dynasty to Six Dynasties, scholars had infused aesthetic
thoughts upon life. The sorrow of life was then relieved and the scholars’ elegy writings
revealed the new aesthetic concepts. Thus, the occurrence of this aesthetic psychology
changed the object of elegies, which is from others back to the author himself.
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