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Human Concern: An Overview on Attention of Mahua Literature
towards May Fourth through Early Chinese Newspapers

Wong Pei Tjin "
Department of Modern Language
Sultan Idris Education University.

Abstract

The beginning of Mahua literature is closely related with the May Fourth literature.
During mid-19th century, some of the Chinese migrated to Southeast Asia (the Nanyang)
due to war, famine and economic issues. The Chinese immigrants not only paid close
attention to the land that they currently stayed but also to their homeland as well. Thus,
newspapers had been launched to spread the patriotism among the Chinese immigrants.
Newspapers are playing an important role to “improve the condition of society, advocate
new culture and instil the feeling of patriotism in the immigrants”. Therefore, the notions
of literary creation and literature works can be published on the newspapers and their
respective supplementary copy. Among the discussions, ‘human’ which is one of the
hottest topics during the May Fourth era, is also known as one of the important
component of the early Chinese newspaper of Mahua. This paper will discuss on the
attentions given by the Mahua literature to the literature and ideology trends of May
Fourth, especially the introduction on “human” and humanism through Sin Kuo Min
JitPoh and YikKuan Poh.

Keywords: Mahua literature, May Fourth, “human”, humanism
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