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The Chained Memories of Youth: A Study of Lyrical Narrative in
The Songs of Siren and Rain and Snow Falls

Poon Soon Yi
Department of Chinese Literature
National Taiwan University.

Abstract

Li Yongping and Zhang Guixing are both Mahua Borneo writers, residing in Taiwan in
the late years. They are known as the “first generation of belated provincial”. Both of
them deal with the same interest of writing topic and their writings are tend to have
highly poetic aesthetic refined language style. Moreover, the ways of narration in their
writings are tend to be lyrical. Li Yongping’s youth confessions story Rain and Snow
Falls, is the beginning of his writing which focus on “Borneo” while Zhang Guixing’s
The Songs of Siren is also deal with youth topic of writing. Both novels respectively
present a poetic youth of memories and in this case I find that both novels can form a set
of relatively interesting dialogue. Consequently, this paper will firstly discuss about the
“lyrical narration” of both novels while the second part and the third part will focus on
the differences and similarities of the aesthetics significance of both stories, in order to
figure out as well as to highlight both author’s personal feelings and historical debts of

tension in literary way.

Keywords: Li Yongping, Zhang Guixing, Rain and Snow Falls, The Songs of Siren,
lyrical narrative
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