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Abstract

In the late 19th century, a large-scale Confucianism activity emerged from the
advocacy of Singaporean Chinese business leaders. The main content of the activities
included preaching of Confucianism Classics, established free schools and the
founding of the Confucian Temple. This movement played an important role in the
specification of Chinese society, ethnic construction and cultural identity. In terms of
its historical significance, it is a grand proposition to study the transformation of
Confucian thinking into religion and its function in social construction through the
cultural field from overseas. Based on the Chinese newspapers in Singapore in the late
19th century, this research attempts to interpret the Confucianism activities in

Singapore during the late 19th century.
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