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Following the Monsoon towards the Tropics:

Discussion on Lin Jin-Ren's Poetry in Nanyang

ZHANG Yi Ning

The Institute of Taiwan Literature, National Taiwan University
Abstract

Lin Jin-Ren (1893-1940), a classical poet in Taiwan during the Japanese Occupation,
and a member of The Lin Ben Yuan Family (##F#kAE 5K j%). During his stay in
Nanyang, he completed the writing of classical Chinese poems Voyage (FEik 11178 ¥)
and In Lake Toba (Kt &), The current research results are mostly focused on the
relationship about Lin Jin-Ren's traces in Southeast Asia. Also, it links the writing of
Chinese poetry and cultural identity from Lin Jin-Ren's text. The publication of Memoirs
of Nyonya (4R 7% [1]1Z3%) by his wife, Queeny Chang, complements Lin Jin-Ren's
previously unknown life in Nanyang. On the basis of these historical materials and
research, what | am trying to ask is: How does Lin Jin-Ren wrtie Nanyang? When he
saw the "overseas Chinese" who also came Nanyang for business and settled down, what
levels did he pay attention to? Finally, how does Lin Jin-Ren think his hometown?
Through the questions, this article intends to approach from a fluid perspective, and then
dialectically demonstrate that Lin Jin-Ren has a decentralized/multi-centered
comparative perspective when reconstructing Nanyang images, that is, the hometown he
describes is not only the Central Plains, but also Xiamen and Taiwan; continue,
suggesting that what he wanted in his Nanyang poems reflected his impatience with

China's weakness, which caused his imagination to split.

Keywords: Lin Jin-Ren, Nanyang, cross-border movement, overseas Chinese, hometown
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