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Abstract
Tamil religious history transcends time. Since ancient times, the Tamils have believed strongly in
god, where it started with worshipping the nature before gradually progressed to demi-gods
worshiping. This tradition is developed into an institution in the religious life of Tamils. This is
well-documented in Tolkappiyam that the ancient Tamils basically have held up the principles of
God, according to different landscaped types of ethnic groups. There were amble of evidences in
Sangam literature supporting this. Tamilnadu was ruled by the three kings, then it was taken over
by the outsiders Kalabhras and Pallavas since the 3™ BC till the 7" AD. The crippling caste system,
war, prostitution and non-vegetarianism which were prevalent during this time were pushed away
by them. The Tamils were willingly to adopt principles of peace, unity, discipline, self-control and
refusal to meat promoted by the Jainism and Buddhism. As a result of this, both religions garnered
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influence in Tamil Nadu during the era of Kalabhras until they lost hold in at the end of sixth century.
At the same time, the Tamils, too, became intolerance to overtly self-control, fasting and happiness
aversion principles promoted by the Jainism and Buddhism, soon they started to avoid their
teachings and opt to other options that offer a balanced life-style between the material world and
meta-physical world. The renaissance of Hinduism that took place between 6" and 8" century
offered an alternatives to them. The icons of Saiva and Vaishnava religions (Nayanmars and Alvars),
travelled from a place to another in to sing devotional hymns and spread their religious thoughs.
Religious motivation and art conservation started to bloom during this era. This is called as the
Bakthi Movement. The development of this Bakthi Movement has vast influence in the lifestyle of
the locals, including the virtues of vegetarianism, the life events of Alvars and Nayanmars, the life
of the nobles, the egalitarian ideals, the loyalty towards Tamil language, the use of mythology and
the sense of locality. This article is aimed to offer a glimpse of ides of such development that
experienced by the Tamils.

Keywords: Tamils religion, Ancient Tamil Literatures, Bakthi Movement, Saivisme, Vaishnavisme.
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siblims, ‘Garppeme’ (Huluglesmyw. 12:64, 12:5:1, 12:14:4, 20:36, 23:111, 181), ‘Gwifl (AuvlLslsmyw:.
11:214, 12:67, 72, 73), 'B6% (Hevouslsmmo. 12:68), ‘uremel (FHwiuglsmw: 11:197 & 214, 12:70 & 71,
13:111), ‘geow’ (Fwiuslemmw: 12:69, 12:6:1), ‘owe)’ (Hwluslkemyw:. 12:66), ‘Sbsf (FAvLLglsmyi.
12:21:3), ‘gmslfl (Fwouglsmyw: 12:21:3), ‘2 ebwest (SFviuslsmyw. 6:42), ‘& (HAoouglsmys: 12:68)
sTarm Ouwisefled &L L LGlumislermms. wenllGosmeulsy GlaTHmene, ‘STl C&oel (warlGossms. 6:53)
TN SMSsLILGAGID Sl b FL L S5555I.

FleuOlumomer, WPIHEET, SHLTE, BIETIPSEET, ST WHeooTCarmifler CUWIEEHD FRGD LW
ETe0E6Te)  sraloupdlearper. Feolugsmyo  Feusmer, ‘Qevp@urer (Fviglsmyw. 14:7), * Qenmeuer
(HAeviglsmy. 22:87), ‘e wipCaner (Hwougsmyw. 26:55), ‘<Cay 2mfpCsmear (HavLugksmyw. 30:141),
‘CFechemL& sLaeT (FLLglsmyw. 26:64), ‘sanansComer (Huluslesmyw. 12:10:3), ‘e (SvLiLgismyw.
12:9:3), ‘@embweier (Hwouglsmyw. 6:43, 28:75) starp Quuwisefled &L (BEaTnGl. Fougmewreud LDHMWLD
(Foviiuglsmyw: 6:39-43), SmHmaboSWSmsWD (FHavLLgsmyn: 11:128-131), Haugomsamenyd (FwLiLgsmyio.
5:169, 14:7) QbETO GN&HaTDG. WHseaflar BromSEsD (Hviugesmyw: 1:38, 5:170, 24:13:4, 24:17:1)
Fmwreder H@UoLwisend (Hviusksms: 6:35, 17:14:1, 17:15:1, 17:16:1, 17:19:1, 17:20:1, 17:21:1, 17:27:1,
17:30:4, 17:36:4) QbEHTOL Lranss Gmhéslubdarper. wenllGuameuisn, Heousr (warlSosmsv. 1:54,
3:144, 27:86), WwmsaaT (vallGosme: 3:144, 5:13-14), Slmwre (vallCvsme: 27:98-99), &MeT
(veflC&semev: 3:23 & 124) TG &DILILSEBD AL FElLsTeTe.

2.2 Up&Fow 2e(BHaneued

FHe srusdle dpCubsTmaid FHoTsFieemman peTiul(h aubs SWODHBETH, &9 epETDTD BT D DT
SiweveuFeemmenr SemlAny, Usevelf wWwHeomGermy L FE@G 2L UL Gl FRsD bmu smgde (&.19.100-
500) swWp BrLger <L d smiugyy sl fsdwugl. UpFsowsdermer  setUATT  SODBTL g 6t
LIPEHFDWRISETTEN  6NEF6, MO  FOWUREEHES psTa lssalme; OUMSS S  SFWmIS6Ter
Qenars8s Qssrolugdion WehHmbss (U sulroeafwer,d., 1959: 77). mads o &Fbwb
MUSHS SS5IUGMS SlgliumLwWrssd smagl. Geusmsll &g, LObso, Frdl oLy Gumermene
SIZ6T 2 6L &srs Qmbsar. Goain, Gusssadl GArmoeanmsGs o flwgl; EITLEITOONT STSTEID
Caugsmass GCalss LT TN SOOI MHHSSIU IGHBHESI. Qaamy, &FTd Smbly P mWTEILD,
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@uIFEEMTTQID, WG, TG, 2eneemTemred GLITETDoUMDTEID 2 6o FeALLMLBHBHES LEHH6T, S5 UTDEMS
WLODSSL LHTEs SHBMET LQMasSss CamaausnE gnnosm®m ysu Giglimer Qssmol Ugsule
ST EBrSHUIHBS 60T

8&G0GC, B CUTeMmaTEMmT LML WTSS OlSTa Foea, 6lUMSsS SImelseT aelumnssw
SIDLG, ROMIEMD, QRWEHSED, LVOTILSHD, LM LHSFHH Curarm OBMSEsT Lo&S6T 6Tameauil aTDSMS
WODSS ISTL (HoaTaTs ADWLHSBHHSE. S LESEHD DD  ETIPEIBS 6] DI 0)SITEwTL 6.
B)seanme, &emUTTE6T STVSSH0 Foawt, CUMSSE FDWRET SUID BT 4o GFuTSEGL Glupeumuier. Goeab,
FOMTHET  AMLESVD  MSEGSD  ANSMS  CoHOSTOILE;  THGSVSMSE  &TFHSaTTUIEID
slfsemomL G GuCaupiLT(h SMHSTS FL FOWSIED AMDTUMTUL LSS IS OSTaLey. & iU,
Sase sWDOLTHMWS &DHNETTHSIHOTOD SIS WEEeNar 2 nSmes SaFbSa]. L G, BILMEHD
erenTjEefler psTOD S lqWwseTme GEFowD GumamiFd QuOMS (FaraurlsTensT,sm., 2000: 256-257).

2.3 upgsow sfpFdwd SsFsw0LW B LD

OTD BEIOOTaET Gl semlidfjsst sb rue OFnarsms Quhbsa. snCs, MHam &F
QpBLTmer 6TeTm LTeTqW eterer SemlifyFamet Glausrmn BrLenL & enslummlermer. &85, LeeuTesT
L F OFoarsgl Gupm BOVCSTT L fmw HmBTL 6], SafSeT STuSI0 mE6, memTaS
FOWRST USGIT Cumsd GgrLmdler (ume FUTwenilwer,d., 1959: 110-111).

285 GCeaemer, mFOIHD OUMSHHL LA SSSMSWD 2 coraormEErery, &eru  Glaumiiy
Wl pmPUL WwESEMmLCW QBTLIhg upUnsSHs O\Emaymbsany (ursTmEer,w., 1972: 99). e
FOWS S Blemeowmend LHMIL 6TEwTewTONET S LO&ES6T TS SFEhae 2 ML HEFSMSWD 6] OUBHSIWS.
&S SHLGPAUNSMS CLHOSTETT Qwemoe) SHLTMET]. LaTETTH6T FoamTLLTellsEns G CIL(FL6TeY
BORSMETUL — OUTHEMETWD — STEOTONS  APHSIWSTH — Fes  SoelssT  QUTmMTSTT  Hlemeouled
GubLL g (HBSETT. QsarTeo, ufsag B Cursmearule GCBSpe gHULS CSTLRSWS. SO Weserler
BeTSmUd Qpss woHuLlLery. Cuoeid, Foeod OGUaNSmeT WSHEGS SSIHUDDAUTEHTES &n
25168 US55, Ll VolLUnSS WPEHF QUL GCUMITEST SmL WIS AMET D] 676D SMHSSIL LFLLL
Qupmsgl. st  QuenrssTGoe  CapUyons Sivey  CoHOsmaTEpD  CUTGL(BL  CuemTssT
SsgmrsslulLerm. SToH0  ampelen Geoon ampsign Sl  Qearuwpn  UTSSTULD — Feus
Qaretemssemmed  UNCUTAIMSE St LSS ST@IENTfe] OCUOHDET]; & FLWSHMmS OaNSss
QaMLm&lary. Loamme, e FoWbD 6lFLaTEmes QYHss (FHardstamer,sr., 2000: 266-267).

WPHesr®m mlmeoowle, O6lUMssE sowsdHe Comardiu FaTTWTEID, LSTWTEID, FIFTeIsWTeD,
wpFrwureard waeome Wflasenn, QUifysenssmLCu sramioupn apsshREEHD SFFow 6ipsHsES
SllgliuemLssmmuler. &.19. 757- Q60 WFEMFW ASEMRISET TN Foew Fows Gmel sTehFulgisTer CueTssS
Camdllns@s OlFarn BEpsFHU FoW arssdle CUMsss gGinalsst Cgsmoallynn Lemms GlEarn 6l L ey
sTarm LIUaflE OFLSWD 2 6Tengl. WETETSEHD OILTSHIWESEHD CaT(hHesd OETMLSMTL GlLMSS5S
SIDeIG6T SMISET SLMLESMT WMHIF 2 0EWele) eplpss GCFTL Ml Lery. sHDHbe CLHLESST 6 DI
GurpmIb AemeSS TaleusTCaum BHen NIS6T ClLMSsSSl0 sralolupn Gurdlain QuMsss Gimelss smus
Gom  swg ADGursmanddmhbg oddll L srransdlame  HmepTarsbubsflar  &bHmEmensE
Bevssndl aipbaan qars SHSSMISSILGSaTng. Lsésnraunmssianmy Cumsss Sows ClEFnTE G
SOOWG! eTemomd (Fareuriememst, ., 2000: 267).

24 usd QusS 2 (HETSSLD
&Y. 6,7,8-90 mropran(hseaile sSWpssdle e, meleoel  FWWWL  QUIFIWTTS6MTar  [BTWETLON] & EHD
SpoamfsEpd Comerderny; omf 2myrss OFMIH LSS UTL ST LMg, $SPHD &LWE OGST6TmSSm6NL
urlQenry. sl wesaflen G Fow sTsAwb smell uTgsTiyD Ggmearmemulear. oiger sleneraurs, ST
S LT LgeDaTd &mevd OlFsamsamsmuyn Cuenilles sré@b QumEpradlsn usd Qussd 2 HounmE
(urgymaer,w., 1972: 99).

sP&ss5H  QUUESH QUESs MTFFILTD M6, el FOWREST QuUOD BEWSHIIDSD
Gurmaraipeb 2 flw smramesTSL arameaerapammnes &ML eom:




SlpF FoW arermn-QrT. S L&l

@i Q& T6TEN S H6iT:

BIWETONTSEHD  poamjaend Gamern), Leoowms sLmbsmer Gomolsmerl  ameam@n  &Semmeusmeor
auflul (b 2 wWimleney SlemL_Weumd 6Tend Sl 6ysi aufium_emL sTaflenwliL(bSSleny. FehFeb CEmeanria(hES LD&S6N
2 6MeMSSleL BEOISMSOIWTET SHLFNLL Gl WSS PNISOID LSSITOD SADLBSET]. STHID  65T(pDd
LenTemLW ST LIUTS QBESITNMSS Fhe QsSEWD FTarn USTSaTDG. AaTUOBHICW sWlpFseng
Supms QueLTGD. Seopbd STESSmUCW HoMLTSS Csman(h SWIT uTphHSGleTeTerf. &&merCu,

‘sipQeare ULLCs LOarpsmes Sisgld
Gpsrufliug Seveomuler meoryy” (Slps&mar: 49)

g SPe D FLUHEG DI HH, ST 2 e QTS558 M(H, ol 2 @faTss ST LIIH SiOHG
L g1 Selslwpenswenmye WTHL GlETeed@wm staurmaud S 10 (Ul GLm puLslevsme. @bd Quhemnd
Queoy em Flo  srusdnGs  Fwoew, OUMEss  sHSGETE  GLeLEHL  LFiuUl L glGume
LDSSILL g (HHSTYID, Smal BFbsTomer QL b adss aome. sTeolursd, swlpiaefar e
S0 O&TaolLTWSD Sigluem. usum(h Oeuefllu G Sibss. <sCa, wES6T QuDamsulsdmb gl
Bp  @uwuros Bearpb Qupms QuolnCs gmwlary. ooy QEpMew usdl LQesdusdns
Sl WSS SEDHSS. P&k, 2WIfssT Qempeust g Osmeam, Frw eor@u usHursab, Selaumy)
2 WFssT armul L ATy QussCb usd Quesbrsan uflamisss (raardsramst,gr., 2000: 268).

(ii) LDGOTETTTT S6M6T D SIT6:

MF6, MEUETTE  FOWMISGETT  OlSMTeTmSSeMTe  SaUTLOILDD  ETEOTEET  FOW  LIHOD DL [HSH6].
2 HMTSSH DG, L6Val LoaTerel FLaSSOBHG MFusSHnG LIPwWGD UTLyrsSlalsTst  &ewrL
usteflEemenyd FoauTflemeTud Susgls SHmaudms Bsflo FHaubumwTIasEs GamuraiFsHTn Tearm
Camelemensd &L L Wenss S(HBETOSSTF] LT aureornl 6T(HSSlemsSiSlarmgl. G, &bsFager 6Tern
L6Vl  LoeTauTelT  Fl(HSSWS ST DS FlauGuporear CamelgsE HmBmeT AefgSeTonmas S0l (H
sTL(darpgl. OO, BHESUTamanETD Bhdaiwer Ul C&Fugs QLD samn SHESSSHTSsm LD
Qurerend  wewflWn WSGID CETaw(B, UL ererer LsoeaufCamer Umflbd LLID 6TaTmD  emesmTalSSe
auhellsSLICILMHOlHLILG wersEet CurTsranaCw hsHubLEDS (Faraurlstener,sm., 2000: 268-269).

(i)  prweoTy SypauTjseflear ampsmes HHpSFF S

FmBrosSsIE; FoaSHOHHS MmEUSHDG LINUMSS SETONIND FMITHET UHSSL L SIeTLIRIE6T
Sopsdarpery. Spulgid, HauGugpomear  HmaudhenTed  Faseflar  LHECIFWOLEMT  SIUU]  SL[BSI
b ory. Q& &6y, FOUBST GILBHLTE FEUTHMEMUD CILETSSTHEMEMUL AT TSP LI6T60 6UTSH(OLD
QFWg SufHmsT Ol MmEUSMS BMOBTL W BlapsFlaepn, Coe wrmissarss) BT (HL
QueTEs FLW FIPATSEHL T TS (HF mFuF FOWSMS HMOBTL W QEFEWSHWD 2 ot (FFarlsTensT,S.,
2000: 269-271).

(iv) gz Sbsmeass:

BTWETOTTSEHD  SpOOMTSEHD  FWPSTWL  QUTHMTSTT  JHDHSSTPaEMTL  eSeTomLCw  smaricumm
Capur(hEmer SSHME FWDBOEOWTT FPSTUSMS 2 (HauTds LUTHULL6T]; SenmLLHenmULL L (PUIET DETT;
FPaTwWs 0 srearioupd FrdGunurhasend agUUIgflasend Sammpaaisgg @ CFNSIISDESD
Sompeainar iUl (H 2 WFBlmmW SMLAUSHGSGD SMLE6mee 6Term UTLSF Fpgmemamwl Urliders;
FWSTW S &SNS ampbhs weseflar CurTgTmawbd CuDmer] (F&HearlsTensT,T. 2000: 271-272).

(v)  sopiuHy:

L Qumfl w (HGw Kempwsremu Cealliubhss Fom Glmfl Tarn UsH QUuEsD alwmsSeiome. T DTS,
STewTiwrdw  sOPCWLTHTeE  aped  Qempweiama  Glaefliubhss Wawbd 6o 2 nSurs B
BlmeuBITL g WgTe) Wéseflar merodlmul Qupmgl (FararisTener,sm. 2000: 272-273).
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(vi) Quebng] e

Foewt, OCLUMGS FWEHSN FIDADSMS aeNISS, CLetemmamEmW HHE (WPMHLUL L 6T perme LSS Qudsh
QuetTEEnEGL FOm QL allSH YL AHEGS FOLTE FWSTW AHSSTTD PREIWLSG. LFarme, Cluemrssrflsr
Gurmare &lgwgl. mEuSSHD SosuSWTT, STOISSTL  AWMLWTT CUTETHATSEHLD — mol6T6lS S0
SpETLMTEHD  Olusmsmilesr WaTCarONSIH NG QNSTLIGWTL  AMDLESEN; OLETEEHSSGS Fbw, FUYSTW,
Qurmemmamy o flow 2 el 6ar  SANNISSleTT; peor, Clua  FoSGUE FAHSmer OleusTLuLL G
(rareurememer, . 2000: 273).

(vi) urTemESmSBMmET LWETLHS SIS0

Foaw QWSS ANOD, WSS 2 WiaD USH QUESD LWaTLGSSHW LITas SmSS6TD SemeSGTEST6
wL&H A Lear. LImanssmaaEsT Fipsd LIILSmeT 2l g6, Selwdlibm FTSTTE0T DSSEHD Fnl
Qapemmn 2 aofbg O&msTen Urmanssamaast oluflgld o geler (Faeaurdstenst,gm. 2000: 273).

(viil) eul_L_my 2_ewryey

uEd Qusss sTarCGory Smssmss Carmib O&ary Seplysomwpl Gurmmit umger). b 2smiflaner
SVVg AL LTISmSL UpT Usphg sFnblurgl igmers GsL(b erd EDSEH WaSear GlLmgaumer
2 66T BMLWTSHEOMED lelSSlenwsds enswrsn(p, el mseafle aumpdlarn wassemamLCuw el LTFhumemm
VGsg afsefar Curmsremea SssTarGory QuOHmeT). GelauemmaDd LSS QUssD ClLmasTFFSwnHmS
(FaaurAeiemer,&m. 2000: 273-274).

Sy aemibg asmoolupm usd Queslo usdH Qosslwn Camarn auGSsS. Seaalwussn
Q@ LSS QUSSOTS MTEFSI QUDDG. Lamess Smeseflar amjsdlse Blamussaarms Comslsss
dap Qeaflwussd QU®mD URSTHOIWS. wHE GlLMPLTSL SOWPSES WML APHISICILNHMHSTE) FOWL
Quflurysest SWOIPL LEH UTLesmer QamsGur(h <imwsGll umg bssefomLCu usd QuEsd Ul
Blemeoliolup auflGsmeleny (euysymee, ., 1972: 99).

LEd Qusssdlar slmemanss SmupammaEst Comermdler. BTWETDTTHEHD pPEITTSEHD LW 2 o6y
Qamenr(y LMW QEFLILEIaNSCT DEFUSS B LT TS [BIOTUITSSIaliuL LITLIESOmEaD
smpssLoupmer. “Csmpl Guirsy opewi smeb (&9, 850-1350) WD LGTUTL g6 GILITDHESTEVTGLD.
Sarset ST LESSWmET Barpmmuild sflesiur(h wreambn urelear” ety Hosa sTavglil
SfseT S0G EML SO (TGl Qe D SHSSSESS. MEUS SHUPMDSEMET  [BOLILTETL T
BLAWD, el  LTUBSHSmET BISWaNEEHD SIllsd sSHoET. ma  Campy  &msSHCuEW
Qor@saiulLer (ure aldrwemilwer,d., 1959: 140-141).

2.0 Py 6)6m]

ST LSHSETES ABBW WwoEsalar sTEGHL JoUlp BLACUDD Yerery, &bomj 13, 14-gb
BTOoran (sl UG Cbiismr.. Fredrmast CHmerhler. SuDNSE&S STTEUDTET FhHST ST s
aUbSS mFa LEE. Qauppar CsrLisdCu Larmpu mFa pdlamser. oig CumaGea  emeusmTey
bLmsEpD Camearfear. Cusmbss CasTUTL g SlglumL ule) eneuemiald 6IMIbSS. &&EsmL ML qemer
Srmoreigey 2 emefil L. gy amiluy elenssiubsdleary. sr6ibhamwule) mae, el SqWTj Gl S6rlsr
Siflw O\STETLETTeD MEFQUIPLD EMEUTTAWD SMPS G UTTHSIETENS 2 IS ST SSESS.
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