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Abstract 
This study examines the emergence of vowels in Tamil as a corrective measure to allow doubled 
consonants found in English loanwords when they are boorowed to Tamil. English and Tamil that belong 
to different language families have different grammatical requirements. Some of them were freelly 
accepted in English but not in Tamil. Particularly, the rule of consonant doubling which is common in  
English is barred in Tamil. Contrarily, Tamil allow vowel doubling using its own hiatus strategy. Thus, 
when English loanwords were brought into Tamil, they were forced to undergo changes, if the formes 
inherits conflicting rules that not welcomed in Tamil. This study addresses such unique alterations and 
their nature, where the borrowing words were modified to suit the system of Tamil grammar using the 
Optimality Theory. The data for this study were received from the Short Story collections of the 
University of Malaya from -  The data collected for the study show that the borrowing exercise 
is easy for some while for others are not. Where some of the loanwords follow requirements of Tamil but 
others break them. 
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i.  

1.  [pr f s ]  [purapacar]                        
  [ pr ns p l]   [piri cip l]      
  [ plæst k ]   [pi s ik]    
    
b. [bre k]   [pir k]                                                                                                                                                            

[ bri f ke s]  [piripk s]                                                                                               
[ br k ]  [pur kkar] 

 
   
l/ r/

/i/
/u/  
 

/p/ 
 

                                 /u/    /i/  
 

                               /r/     /r/, /l/ 
 

 /i/ /u/,

, , ,
(Uffmann, 2006).      

 
 

 -   (Optimality Theory) 
       

       
      . , 1990  

         
.        

.       . 
 (Faithfulness Constraints) 

(Markedness Constraints)    . 
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-
pli:z/

/

(FC)
DEP IO       -  

(MC)
*CConset [Insert-I]   - /i/ 

DEP-IO, *CConset [Insert-I], FC >>MC

/pli:z/ DEP-IO *CConset [Insert-I]
a. *!
b. *!

Tableau 1

, pl s/

. / , (input) (output)

*CConset [Insert-I]
DEP-IO

, DEP-IO
/

,
*CConset [Insert-I] DEP-IO

*CConset [Insert-I], DEP-IO, MC >>FC

/pli:z/ *CConset [Insert-I] DEP-IO
a. *!
b. *!

Tableau 

Tableau 
*CConset [Insert-I], DEP-IO, MC >>FC

/ /
*CConset [Insert-I]-
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/ / / /

l/ i/ 

 
 

 
,

, ,  i/  /u/
default vowel)

,

(Uffmann 2006). 

, [pr f s ]>[purapacar], [ pr ns p l]>[piri [græm]>[ki gl b l]> [ku

 [ trakt ] > [ irek ar]
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