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Abstract

This study interpretes the status of Indian Minority community in Malaysia based of the results of the
Malaysian Census 2020. Despite the spike in the total population of the country, the the Indian
community, the third largest ethnic group, shows declining. This downturn would pose major challenges
in upholding the privileges and rights of ethnic minorities, as the Malaysian government policies were
enacted based on population data. This article pursues to inspect the grounds for the downswing in the
number of Malaysian Indians based on state-wise over the past twenty years and the challenges faced by
the Indians, in general.

Key Words
Malaysian Indians, Census 2020, Socio-economics, Indian populations, Tamil schools, ethnics

SUleyF &FMHSSLD

B3 sL_(hmr 2021 b arh BLSSUULL 2020 wCFW &S CFTme SHeumeols (LY
WuaEmer  prmyD CErEsd OETMILSTE AMLBIETNSG. L (H0brss weunFw wwHssT
Camems sTamanildmaulny oML USley OFLWILL qHBESTID, dparomd Ouflw Sargsarsemes
Smaeh QBIu  swssdar analismas UpspsFomws  FHISFETNG. BIL(H LSSET
UTULS GBS SATETRESSTH aGESLILGL O\ETMmeHeT AMOSIID WEHEH GCGHTMS SIT6IEHM6TT
sigliumLwrss  OaranCL  dmrgausmo, Qbss  sflay  Fpuramn  Qargseuifler
FQMSIHMETYD 2 FlenwaEmeTd BB (haudled OumD Faumme HFCETEs CHF(BL. &LbS
20 gerpsefley wrBle amflurs wWCLFw QBIurseilar cammismas, gFiflaussrear STTemID,
Boame QpSuisst aHTCETEESMBIGL Famsmer SivdF YTy CrréEssmsd QbsSs
&L (pemy Gl menr(heen Gl.

&(HFO\FITDHB6IT
wCuAw  GBIlwiss, LSBTOBTMS BT 0\ (HLL, FelpSE-OILMHEMTSTID, apslw
&EETOBTMS, SLIDLILIETOTEET, SeThiS6H

(PETEYEIT

BB  wsseaflar  aMiLGmE 2 bsF OFLW  SATEFTRED UL  BUSSIL L HISmETUD
Q&MeMMmEBBMETYD UGSF OFWLL 10 HThBEHSS R WD BLSSULGL CaFlw wwoHH6T
Qarems Sans0sbHLNGT STaSeT WPSBIW  AemayECamomsal LWaTL(bHSSLILHSlarmer. 1963-D
perh LEVFW 2 BUTESSSISGL T 2020-pb i eumTUled, BTG 6 PMD  LDSSET
Qaremas sas6sbly wCFW ystafllGwew gGlmpursd CopolsmeTeriuL (heTemgl. Glemel-19
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QumBOBTHMEF FUTNISES LSS0, “2 ST FT6y BG THTHTOL’ 6TOID SHHLGILTHeTlL 2020
LC&FW wEHT CBTME SMBOHBHUY 7-7-2020 OFTLmSLUL(H 31-8-2021  WPigeDODSI.
saomsEL_LIUL L uaseafar waon Sifismamu wGnEW STFTRSD 14-2-2022 SHSTTLLLTOILOTS
QaueMI L g1 sLBs 10 paibesily L Cwrss wCNFW wEseT GgTmsulsn 1.7 wssm(
suemrEFIL  udley Qe wwiul (Bstem  Geusmet,  BTLLG6T  cpOTOTOIG  OLHLUTETMD  LETLOMET
Spdurseilar  Tameanisme &b  UsSTa(hEsTley 0.6  dwserlh sy  sanlb 6.7
spssrLrsl  udle OCFUWILL(hetengl. OeTLiFHures @F QaSHlar wbEET  CFTme
SOOWDTETTE, STFTHSSSMD QUPHSLILUGD FaIMEHMETUL 2 [flmbEmsmun  BemsoBTL (houdls
Fas gouhuGatlh Spuraremw Qarssarflar ST UnsTusdle STamooLCUTGD  Hlamew
o mamsomd. (&G, wEFAW  QBIurseilar  wEEST 0 CFTMS  SHDBHESSDBTET
SMTRSMETUD  THTSTLSHD  Fauad OFVNSSHS FnlgW  NUSTIRSMETWD TS
855 _(hoor Crpraswrss e (hsmeng).

2000 (pFe0 2020 euemy LBBIWTHEMAT LSBT C\GTENS 6T600T6WEMES

sLBS Qmus poi(hEelly wCndw wasHT Cgrme CQsTLiBS AHEfST  amBSEDI.
QamsEpsIm e s 0grmed Caupurl g QBSHWTSEHD FaTfHEHD  &HambowTe
sfpsdlmwes shHSS aumSaTpary. LELAW GL&Es6 CFTmESUIL GCILIBLLGS TGS S6T
QamewrL Lugrrassilar canamllsmads SLbd 20 yanbhsaie 8 swasanh SshSSHLILMmS
SiLLamen 1 sT(h&ng. Qo Qndurssilear seammilons 2010-Ho samflgwrs 0.1 awsst(
SiPsfsHmbsran, 2020-go 0.6 dwssrh GSomDbI ASHfsfow goubhsSSwsteng. @iy
glgb Quug UHCLTELIEE SGMDES UGG RF AUSSTE ANSMWTSL uTFSsLLGHCST(H
SIS 6eneTEYSEET FWPSTWSS6 FEOTUTL 1q60 Goum) sumSWTERT FlBH0SMmeN 6] DUBHSSID 6TETLISI
LIHNE SHSIemen (LCFlw mewruer, 2022).

SIL_L_susmemr 1

LBWHAW wWEBT CBTS (%)
Seid
2000 2010 2020
Ly OIS T & 6T 61.2 67.4 69.4
F e 24.5 24.6 23.2
@bIAUTE6T 7.2 73 6.7

(0Cov&w Lerefliie) Ssmm, 2022)

wrple amflure @bdwisefer ereoremnflsms

2020 LGFAW W&HET C\FTMS FHENGOBHLL STaSEMaTLY, AMOSTH LHOTREMTWL 2 L LSS
Floommigny LIHoD (7.0 Weedwer) FlE WSH6T OFTME OHBTEIL  WTHWTSE  6M6TRIGS DG
NG bssuQWrE Ogreny (4.0 wWeodlwsar) Qrea,milsdHew, &ur (3.4  wWeoedlwer)
(aTOTOLSSID 2 6Temenr. QBS cpsin) WIBlmSalET wsHT CFTmeE BT lgar L (HOwrss
D&EE6T CeTmssEE 44.5 lssml(Hl Umms apmElysTsmgl (Laporan Penemuan Banci 2020).
SMPHS LSBT  OCFTME OCETMIL.  WTBORSETTS  OMLeUTeT, LSTTORWT &l L F&L
rCasmsst ammGHarmear. e WammGw 0.1 WeeOWeT &S C\FTmEmWE & e (heiTerTe.
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8aBamsmie, Qpswuiseafar bsHT  CgTmEmW 2 PNCETEGLEUTE wLrEo  amflurs,
Floommisnflv &LBP 20 pau(heEsiey QbSHwFaEerear eTeomamileEmae FnpsLTsL Lge Fwwiul (b,
wBAWme) odlswrar QBTSN GG WIHLTS 2 6mg. ASHSHSS Bl GuiyTs
LIHOL QMHESTD, b LUSSTam (sl oG QbIwuiseflar sammilsmauisn SamilEwmer
gfley FOUL(beTengl. SiFled QBSWTHET UFSSD paTOID WIBVWLTS GlgRTa [ slemhGn Gousmer
G SF6ET cTanaismaeds &LBS usSsTaTBaEsNe hmD sTamiul BGetengl. Gogib, ST
wrEeokssile Qbdlwrasiler sTamammilamamu S L aememr 2- 860 ST,

SIL_L_6usmemr 2

LDIT[B6VIEIE 61T Spdwiserfler erevorsnflsamas
2000 2010 2020
LIGHITTRI 58 438 60 718 55 852
AL 166 749 | 209 260 | 244 295
Q&L 108 768 132 766 | 129 055
S STe 3 499 3 658 4 705
LD6VITEH BT 37 862 47 186 52 359
Op.ClFbleomer | 129 027 141 265 | 161 633
Gurre 253 331 | 274 631 | 270 809
GluFedlsny 2 505 2 675 5 124
e 124 839 149 905 | 155 492
Fum 8 983 7 171 5 962
FIaITSH 3 851 7 188 5 082
FleOMBign I 552 691 | 664 591 | 726 017
FOTmIS T 1 805 2 344 2 100
GamevmeuLdL T 140 696 148 300 | 178 099

6OITLJGUIT 60T 733 620 891
LsTTolggwim - 820 1 303

(epevid: 0Gew ysirefuwed Fimm SPETTiLTo SisliusaED, 2022)
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Brlleed Qbsujseiar sanmiEmes &LbP usSsrambhseily Gmmparsl Ul
QFUWLL Ig(hSGD LIBORSMTS USTH, O&SLT, GamhE, &um, Frans, SIRSTam pslwme
o eenenr.  QaCauememuied  Henpgmer, weorssT, QBEF CFbIwmer, GluFeisv, Ga&memeLbLT,
myeuTeT  LHOID  USTTolgwr  pSlwapdle  QbHuFssilar  Tavalemes &b QBHUSI
per(hEefley QBTLIFFWNS JoipSELTal udle OEFLWILL(HeTengl.  S&6Tar Sevsll  SemLsy
Blemev, Geuemev eumiiiy GUTETDH SMTEOIRET QSNDG WSSWES SMTETRIGEEMTS LTSS LILI(HE6T meot
(Idris, 2022). Gueid, AHEfGF aUBHD QUMDGME CFVAMTEIGETTE) DSHEE, AHS UHLTAISMSS
Gzle BSTUUDRSEHSES LIHDOTSE OFLUFID PSATMWDS STTORISEHSGSHT — QETMHTSL
umF&SUILHS D G-

BSTLULD eueTjgFs

wCo&wmsiley B&TLULM eusTFF 2020-Fleo 75.1 slwsar(h ude OFwWOLL(HeTergl. &g 2010-
8o 709 dlpssTLns udle OCFLWILLIGHBBSS. DHE BSFUUD aemfFFlamwl LglaGlFuiyb
wrBlo aflmsude Fommef Wweln auflsen Cumem G e awssth 95.8-& udlay
QFwwiLL (HsTengl. SBNSG <AbSI, VaTRGD (92.5%) wwersETan (90.9%) udle OC&FWgleTeTer
(Laporan Penemuan Banci, 2022). 2050-&@&6T, 2.600& WSS OGTmEUI 68 6il(PSSTL Lq60T]
BaTULUDEGL SHEE6Mar ATDEMSMUS SHEHMMDSTIS CSBMETEl] 6TaT 3. S60iSD([HHS D60
SigluemL ey, snHGurgl 55 apssTigeary 2 osaale  BasiULDmSl Gl CumlwsTargms
SrayseT GluldsdSarper (Halizah, 2022). @serqlumLule, au@mD 30 emr(hEemed pLflss
LoOD PpFAw BrHsaTETT TMSSTY 90 MPSSTL(H WSHET BSFTLULDMESTND UTDEIT  6T60T
saullesUUL(HsTergl. Brllgar QuI@emTgmrn  Sufifigors  amjsdl srannurgl, oiglswmer
Gauemev  aumiIILEST  BHFLULMEISND  FOHOUHSIUILBUG QIDSHD 6TEOTLUSTE) HE6T  SlB6medled
SRGS GLUOuuFSarpery. G arpsmes GFmelard BaFULDEEln SSHSD TATLSTE
Flasarl Cureg Sareea el WSl OuGauTss &EmLLligEsiupSDng.

Gueid, BEFUYDEISTL auTpasTL SRS6aTlar QMU O\&ETTMaSE 6THLAD SHaTm6TE
SFDOIW6TEN FPSSSSS JOLUD WSEH6T SRS GbHOU SLLMLLML UGS SIS 0\ST6TelsT me.
8o, “BTD  Qmef BLSOSTMmT” FHSMET lglUmL I Gmmaurer LIsTansmaEamsTEw
QupBry QuOHMEC\ETsTT <yiaud ST (h&larpearf. SHCUTMSW Geled SHemTamID eneaTalluD
Caumns@gF QFagT sTmenamensd saaigda osmsadn Hoaa FoubuCaT®h oiuFassT
w5l < Crradwwma Crrsmss OFmal WWTs G JOUGSDG. Qamme, IsmmerTaseT
auflgaun  SupTET  GLHMOSEHSSS SeTeULbGSlaOT . Q& GSbDLU TP DEEHSSLD
auflugasdmg (Idris, 2022).

Quenrseflear sevsfl auenfFd], Smog Hapwewio, 2 L sGwe G pLUum(

FYsTWSHL Oueseilar FnHS AML6E Hewew TOILG TSN FMTHS FPSTWSSI6T
susmrEFder @F emeCasrorsGa umTFEslup@Sng (Nadarajah, 1966). 2020 LGEEW  WS&S6T
Qaremas sansOs(pUlar s, BIL() wEHET Crss CFTmeUlL pamameTsi  Gluesmsrler
sTaTenllsemad SiFlsoral udle OFUwIUL (hTemgl. Lsar srraoons, Olusmmseflear a6yl En
SaufseT FMibg 2 fowsepasab Foly suab oFmssiubug Csdlu Gy mwresGa
urf&sLIUB&E g (Bernama, 2022). BILlgesTen 2 WS 6lsspsnisefley L LD Oumid Wy
sTammilemaulsy pemrsamet 6l Cusssflar sTaamilEmse idsworsl udey GEwwiLbGE DS (Arof,
2018). QuewissT wWHSHUIL &l Wgmer efilyeTe AHSFSSD LLFSIHD SAeufHeT bGSUT60
Gupurliys GMss sammrid GoGoummd QMmESEDS. L, AUTHT SHLOTSMSS S6T6rL
GurhaugpEn afl FOUGSSIS DS aMpEmSUIL @M Fo LigBmusamer GMlurs, C&rhs 6@,
&y, eMuilL Csllly Gumeary GMsCamaemen MmLBS UNG SHHWMSIISES pWSSLTGSLD
Qe CUIHDLUTYID WELICLNISES 2 55HS AWMmSS SLbIarsemmeba 2 srerery (Idris, 2022).
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Qoo M Hof  weUGuy FEENSSETITS  GMDBS - sTeTelSm SN0 et
Getemensemenl  upmGEsTaTSarmery. Guoeid, SHGUTMSW LFUTLUTET Gl Speor  GlLisw
Smure@pd &iped pmmUled (shift) Camns&GE GlFuSMTL STOUSSIW 2 mand LTSHLIUmLEDG!.
SPETEMIDS  GMOLULT(H, 6T 2 MENEF, FHMIF G Gurarpene QoD  HemeopsmmufemL Gu
STOUSSW 2. me WoODS6TL Fes0 FHUOHUSHSTE Gl LTaunsGSng (Mohammad,
1970). 202040 ooy Geuefld 'L priger Aply dg oiNdmasln, Bl Owrss
Gy edlgn 1.7 dwssrh &fay saon@peag. Q& &Lbs Broug pambssilo udley
Qeuwiu L s ouflu efpsflurgb (Thomas, 2021).

Gply d&sssmed glptusTefissTt sTHFCBETEGL Foured
wCdw GnHuiseioLCu, Qarm SWpMe LTS 2 6MmsnN&S SWlpLLTTsGsT pHelws
SMTaRSTS  aemhGaEarper. 1930 OgTLmE wENFWS slpFEefamLCuw Friser UsTerlser
&606l58n L RIG6MTS L (HD LT Sfemel LerUmL(h aueTfFSFlSGSn SBIPT SiLWTMSS HESD
SarHumbWTHemel 61Tl LTaITES SHSS OTLmdlan (Kalaimuthu, 2008). QupGmmjserler
dpgmearl Gursgb swsrwsdlon Un wmfl uweur@ GMss MfliyaTTaD UaTefesnL ST
slpLiusteflEefer wramus GmOUUTHEEHSSS STTOTRSMTS SMmbIlaTnar. Qmbs GuITH,
FPaTwSH QbHwiseilar amaisme m LIHLSMSS ST lgQD QaTOla®E LIHSS0
JO-@oRGyswrs  Qeuusted  sulplustailssilar  adferugmast GOpuy  ddssms
SlgUUmLwWrEs Glasmar(h ans Cosgw G0 Hoadngl.

2000-g0 ey LELFW  GlyESHT HMSBOEBHUYS STaseflar Ly, OB TL&sL
ueefleefley 192,828 QB wreaoafssT QmbgleTerary. <Cs oaurqed, SUDLILeTsTS6M60
88,802 QBIlW meweufsHsT Ll QUOMETNSTE He06ll AMDEFH SHOUVSHHNT Fn NSO MET. QBSW
orewrelj ©lngs sTaenildmaiiey 85.1 swasn(h SWID LT 6TEOT HEOTSHEL LT 6] DSSHTLD
541 dpssr(hs sWlp  wraafHdT  SUIPLUATISERES — AEIUULILL (heTeTeTy  Ters
sanasleomd (Karunakaran, 2008). 2165 <emiriqe) WSHEOMD ewT(h PSOL PSTOITD SewT(h 6UEHT
108, 710 Q@bSlw wreawfssT OGTL&aliuseaflEsme &l  LularmisTsmary. &S, (psTeTy
Qeremengl CGume OTss QBHuU wbraTarsaie 85.1 epsEsTiyeary SwlpFseTTarTe 48.7
wssr_(bs sl wreamauFast WL usTallEEnEd&s OlFaTmsTeTeTy.

8By canmilEmasst wrab QmuUg pambheensGLllar Wermie OlFwuw GCeusrgqw
Blemev 2 haurdlwemengl. 2022 <o seosllwream(hesmear SOpLLsTeT wmaworeuy Lley BTbH Speiw
Blemeooudsd 79 000-8@L Gmpearsl udle Fwwiul (stem Geusmem, &womy 14 o QB
orewrefseT  Feorll  UeTefldetley  smsEeflar Osmsss  seoslow  Copolsment( kel mery
(0@edlw mewrugr, 2022, wLIFFS 18). Cuo@d, QLBIwissT SFsD WFSSGD FOMHG I
LIESSETer 5 SWIDL LsTefsefl pHomd Spabéd @ bramafsnl Ldwsiome (wGodlw
peotLier, 2022, wrigs 18). Gzdlw amss sl usteflissfley  wreauTseflar  sTaTenlGma
2009-g4b Sper(h PseL 2021 euemgulsd 25,000-&GD G GMOBAMLUILSTS LELFWS Heve
Simwsdlar Lstell slaurmsst &rl(hdlarpear. 2009 wpge 2021 ey BrlH Swelw Beneoudasist
SIOIpLI LisTerl LomeuoTeul 6T6uoTen0NISEmS AL eusmenr 3- Q0 &ML LU (HeTen S
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SIL_L_suememt 3

Sp600T( |  LOMEWT6UI 6T 600T600T 5 6m S
2009 109 086
2010 104 747
2011 102 642
2012 97 884
2013 92 929
2016 83 343
2017 81 483
2018 81 488
2019 81 321
2020 80 569
2021 79 414

(epotd: 2009 — 2021 eusmyuleomenr WG&FWL LsiTeflulwed Glmp ASSMTTLILTR ASLILESESLD)

Qugpbumemer GuUHBorissT SRissT WsTenenadst HWIDL LsTellEEndGd CFOuSNHETET SilgLILIEmL
UFFE6T QLTSMmSBW STTaID 6Ters O\FTaramad SiglumLule Qbswiseflar GAply delses
SmPUTHSEHD SlpLLeTaflEsTley ey FhasE PHHWE STTaLTS AMDS M.

SITlwe-Fpall QUTHMTSTIgSHe ouBL elaneTeaygseT
2020 W&HT OCPTMES &HMSOBOLY (PLGOSET WTAYL ATFTRESSTL  (WPaTOlEN(HSSLILIHLD
QuBSILL msermer  12-peugl  LESFAWS HL L, 2030 &l (heueTiul uSlFeys SLD
GuraTpaDNIGG SleSHSenons  elemThGSaTper.  smyard, UsTeflelaurmsst  SigluamL e @
QasdnEs Comawmsr  SiglumL. UFHBOMET  STETRED QRFISSS DI  SATSFTRED
SBIUTHEHSSTET SHHT 0FTmd MPSSTLMmL ML LLmLWTHE Osman( Bl Orss
aumLTOSMmSL  LETHF0ETHES WomarybGurgl, &iWpssdo FHpurarmburs QHSSD QF
Qargdlen BooaT UnSEmiEELILGD Fame 2 HolbhEEnmD. dhHESHSST LTS, pan(hdEG 250
Gevedwenr ARAL THler CLISE @IJ/SEGH TS SOMSIHLLLLL T S 10 6ssT(h sTarugl
25 Weosdwer; 6 eflwsaErh 13 Gevsdlwer. <&, ©F QasHar &S GlgTmswlar Olbrss
spssrh SopyoLCurgl OABS Lasdar GISEGL LQuoursCan GmDSsULL([H LSS
sTanemllEmais SFlsoTs QHIGD QGGG RIGEEDHBN SSBLIH LETHDeflEHIUGHD.
Guaud, RF Larsdlar sTamamilEms FERGLEUTS CUmLUTaTmD QaTSSTiflar < dlEah
Fpurarmng  Fpsbiig FHoflssiubn FsEQID  FOHUL  SFle  amLLIYTTG.  GSOLuTs,
QuburaTem  Qarsdarflar  sme, Owmpl, usTUThBmETS SaTmearwPbCs 2 sTuTmISS
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Qamawi(h, O&FTHS LSS AHLWTEMS S [ISM6T MBI MWL GLHlme SnLrearsmoulery
L5FHID OCuGars 2 HOHESD. SIS (BHLOOTG, LSEMTLE ATFWND, RHAUGSS QM
ard@ @b SigliumL e, aanmismals Gomnbg Curarafssiar orfwab  Fdps
2 flmwsEpo ASSTIRSERD LUHGCLUTGD SHUST 6 DHLLLTD.

(CLD Lol

sidls aanafismaln  Qflgdlod Carmbg amwb QaSIET  GmmIEST  ageuTer  Flpd
SimblmUUD CaTHnSHmauwd JHUBSSID. Aaaury OFweLbD Sips mbll 6Taslls &aTaess
UL ZImDSBMAMBES  UBSTUID ASMOTS Sl LTS  qHTOSTNEHD  FHomars FmenmsGe
QuOMBHSEGL. LELAWTL QBESWTSEHSOEHN @SHSSILL L. 2 Flobub FamSSEHD GHw
BOIMLL S0 psAwl uRSaUUTSl  LUTTSSTOIDEL, SF ATFTRSSSTL  sTaflamowrs
QUPMIBLLL L H606V. Sienel  STLSPTL Lev CUIITLL REEHSS LI oL ssl  CubHmemel
STOTOTID AFemens STVSCHTH SHUMOSHS CETMUSNG G FMIHS FpHs &L L L
sudlud  Coma. @F Lagdar eTanmilsme U sTrahsaiar  Sigluemluie  Fifley
sranCurgl, Sma QuaurtsGau Casdlu BOIMLLSsl0mBbg smarmos Gumisibn. <ps, 2020
wCFW WEHT CFTME SasolEBuln sTLLUupD QbHuissilar Fifle BapsTRgS0 L
WeTQerBuyseT cpold &Fifl QFLWILL(E THismen sFwpsmw boasd afl gouhSIaden iSs5s
seard OFgsLLL Geuer(HL.
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