THE LAW TEACHER IN MALAYSIA

prior tO 1956 when a department of law was stavted in the University of
Malaya then in Singapore, the only way in which a person from Malaysia
could become legally qualified was to go to England, read Jaw in a
University ot other institution there and be called to the Bar in England or
pe enrolled as a Solicitor in Lngland. In addition persons from Sabah and
sarawak could qualify in Australia or New Zealand. In October 1957 the
Department of 1.aw was started in Singapore and I.aw was taught as a sub-
ject i the Faculty of Arts. As the University of Malaya in Singapore then
served the needs of both the Federation of Malaya and Singapore, there
were 2 number of students from Malaysia who took the course in law. On
November 9ch 1959 the department became the Faculty of Law and in
July 1961 the first graduates of the Faculty of Law were announced. The
course at the University was planned to be a four year course combining
the academic and certain professional aspects of the law and the degree of
Bachclor of Laws was recognised both by the Singapore and the Malayan
governments as an initial qualification for admission to the legal
profession, [t was thercfore unnecessary for the Malaysian student who
wished to qualify in law to go to England to do so, but nevertheless large
numbecrs of them still did so, as not all applicants could be aceepted by the
University of Malaya. '

The University of Malaya itself later split into the University of
Singapore and the University of Malaya, which moved to Kuala Lumpur
but Malaysians still had to go to Singaporc to take the Bachclor of Laws
depree as there was no Faculty of Law in the University of Malaya in
Kuala Lumpur. In the meantime pressure was mounting for the establish-
ment of a Faculty of Law in the University of Malaya in Kuala Lumpur,
Eventually after a Board of Studies, containing representatives of the
Judiciary, the Legal Service, the Bar and the University, had considered
the matter and recommended its foundation, the Faculty of Law was
established in Kuala Lumpur in 1972, The curriculum at Kuala Lumpur
followed that in Singapore but greater emphasis was given to the law in
Malaysia and courses were included on Islamic Law and Native Customary
Law, The degree of LL.B. of the University of Malaya is recognised as an
initial qualification for admission to the legal profession in Malaysia.

The first graduates of the Faculty of Law, University of Malaya werc
announced in 1976, In the meantime the University of Singapore had cut
down its intake of Malaysians into the Faculty of Law and this yeat it has
taken no Malaysian student into the Faculty, Encry to the Universitics and'
to the inns of Court in England has also been restricted. The Faculty of
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Law in the University of Malaya will therefore virtually become the
source:f law graduates for Malaysia, b

RECRUITMENT

Recruitment to the Faculty of Law is from the successful students i
Higher School Certificate or Sijil Tinggi Pelajaran examination whjgl,
held in Malaysia in conjunction with the University of Cambridge, Afl
present there is a Central Unit for admission into the five Universitjeg W

.
o

Malaysia. All applicants are graded by the computer in order of meri¢ gy fort
they are then selected on the basis of this order of mexit and their Cho"lce':
of preference, Applicants are not interviewed for entry into the Faculty of ] |
Law and the only special requirement for entry is that the applicany. ; @-[-
should have obtained a credit in both English and Malay at the Schgg) ’_)2‘
Certificate level. 19
At present applications are received from thos¢ who come from the 19
English stream and have sat for the Higher School Certificate and from 19
those who came from the Malay stream and have sat for the Sijil Tinggi i 1'Y9-
Pelajaran but in and after 1980 all the applicants will be from the single 19
Malay or National Stream who have taken the Sijil Pelajaran Tinggi. —(-l;

The computer lists are sent to the various Facultics in the University
and each Faculty then makes a preliminary choice of first year students,
Each faculty has an Admissions Committee. The number of candidates to
be admitted is determined by the Senate on the advice of the Faculty
concerned and for the Faculty of Law the number that bhas been
determined is 50. There are in fact two lists of applicants prepared — one
for Bumiputra, that is Malays and the natives of S8abah and Sarawak, and
one for the Non-Bumiputra, By University policy, which in turn reflects
national*policy, 55 per cent of the places are given to Bumiputra and 43
per cent to the Non-Bumiputra,

In the years 1972, 1973, 1974 and 1975, in fact the numbers admitted
were a little above 50 and this enabled some special students to be taken
who were not from the previous year's H.S.C. or S.T,P, candidates but this.
year (1976) a more autocratic control by the Government and the
University administration has resulted in only 50 students being selecteds

So far law has been a popular first choice among the arts students and
therefore has been able to attract the better students in the Arts stream, In
the last five years there have been about 400 first choice applicants each
year for the places in law, so there has been no difficulty in choosing the
students.

There has been no discrimination between men and women and in fact
women students have formed almost 50% of the class in all years, The
partial quota system for Bumiputra students have also resulted in a faif
representation of students from the rural areas (as Bumiputra students
come mainly from these areas). The performance of Bumiputra students in
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he H 6.C. or S.T.P. seems to have steadily improved over the years and
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:Jnivt‘“"" entrance scholarships but the cut-off point for the Bumiputra

s been lower than that for the Non-Bumiputra,

f shenishave been among the three top students who are awarded

0 the Many of the students are awarded scholarships or bursaries by the
Ich j overnment OF government agencies and under the terms of the scholarship
€. Ap or bursary they are required to serve the government or a statutory budy
tes iy for 2 certain period after praduation,
tand
10ige Table 1
¥ of Admission to Year |
cant 7
100] Year Buwniputia Chinese fndian Others Total
1972 51D 10 (9) 4(1) 2(1) 51(23)
the 1973 28 (12) 19014)  5(3) 1(1) 53 (30)
um 1974 30(10; 19 (14) 5(3) 4 58(27)
g 1975 33 (10) 14(11) 6(2) 1 54(23)
e 1976 28 (7) 17(9) 3(1) 2(1) 50(19)
2
ty {Figures in brackers are for female seudents)
153
h Table 2
y Dismbunion by States
1 Studunes According 1o Vear of Intake
: State 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 Total
| M K| M F| M F|M F|M F| M F
Johore 2 s |4 s |3 a|s o4 3|19 7
Kedab 2 2|1 1|3 vz t |2 ol s
Kelantan 1 1 1 1 2 Q 4 2 4 1 (12 5
Melaka 2 [} 0 2 2 4 0 1 v 1 4 ]
N. Sembilan 2 1 0 4 1 1 2 1 1 1 6 11
Pahany b 1 1 1 1 2 ] 2 4 1[0 7
P. Pinang 1] 4 2 3 [} 1 0 2 3l 1 51
Perak 5 3| 4 3|6 2 |4 2 1 4|20 14
Perlis o o |1 oo wofo o |1 o] 2 o
Subab 1 o |t 1]z ofl2 o1 a1
Sarawak 2 1 1 0 4 v 1 [} 3 1 (1 2
S¢langor L] 5 5 ¢ 14 12 6 12 6 4129 42
Trengganu 0 o 1 0 2 )] 2 0 2 1 7 1
Federal Territory | 0 v 1 4] ] o 1 0 0 0 3 0
Total 28 23 (23 30 (3t 27 (31 23 (32 18 |145 121
51) (53 (58) (54) (50) 1266)
Note: The names of ytates in italics indicare those which are more rural and less developed .
M e Malc F = Female




Jernal Undang-Undang

254

suvisving ¥

p— 25au01aD ayving
pussn [v10g ‘SHvIS YOS suvtptf asausqD) | sumyvmpivs| uvgrqrs shvjop Jo
Surpnjout) P24
$42410
wnipa sfendue £q uohnquastg
Y 319l
enndiumg-uoN = g\ eandiung = g
7 8 ] oz| o0 ¥ 0 1 0o 9 o 6 9L61
IT 1 or ¢l 0 T o o0 £ S FAR Y SL61
91 ¢ IT 87| ¢ 8 o 0 9 § £ ST vL61
8T - L :14 1 < 0o o0 I € s €< £L61
§ L IT 8| 0 0 g ¢ £ L z 81 TL61
gN d | aN g€ | N 4 gN d| 8N ¢g| _8gN 8 wax
sanjoqas e ny T T digqs
oy | POL | T | puray | M0 | amoqos

s1apjoH diysrejoyag-uoN pue diysrejoydg

§ 21qEL




el The Law Teacher in Malaysia
J

The Board of Law, the Faculty, the Senate and the Council of the
Univcl'Sil)’ .hav&ragrcml that the intake of students into the Law Faculty
should be increased to 100 a year but unfortunately the necessary funds
ve not so far been approved by the Government.

[n past years a few students who had shown their commitment to law
audies by sitting for the External degrees of the University of London
pave been admitted to the Faculty. The faculty would also like to have a
few senior students from graduates or serving officers in the police or
customs services, Unfortunately this ycar (1976) the recommendations of

ha
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54

50

AR

e the Faculty were not accepted by the administration,

N
= CONTENT AND CURRICULUM

\

Gy The content and curriculum were determined in the first instance by the

Board of Studies, which as stated earlier had representatives of the

5 Judiciary, the Government Legal S¢rvice and the Bar. They were to alarge
- extent based on the content and curriculum of the LL.B. course in

% Singapore.
One important addition was the teaching of language. Lnglish is
taught to all students from the Malay stream and Malay to all students

1 from the English stream. There is an intensive language course of six hour K
s periods for each student in the first year, but chis is reduced to a three g2
b hour period in the second and in the third years. RS
) There has also been constituted a Board of Law with the Vice- B

Chancellor as Chairman, and representatives from the « Faculty, the
Judiciary, the Legal Department and the Bar, The Board discusses
% questions of general policy for example the rate of admissions and has
made recommendations for emphasis to be given to certin subjects, for
example, Administrative Law and Criminal Procedure. The Board of Law
reports to the Senate,

l o
P Enptish Mediom

o The present curriculum is shown in the atrached table, (Table V),
Table 5
-
=
g 5 Compulsory Optionals
i
T 1st Year  Malay or English Malaysian Economy
R Malaysian Legal System introduction to Sociology
E Law of Contract Other subjects in Faculties of Art
; Law of Torts Arts or Economics and

Administration.
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“975]
Compulsory Optionals
v e
2nd Year Malay or English One subject from Faculty of
Constitutional Law Arts or Faculty of Econgpje
Family Law and Administration,
Criminal Law
Land Law
3rd Year  Malay or English Two of the following:
Law of Associations Administrative Law
Equity and Trusts Public International Law
Law of Lvidence Revenue Law
Islamic Law
Customary Law
4th Year  Jurisprudence Two of the following:
Civil Procedure Commercial Transactions
Administration of Labour Law
Criminal Justice Legal Drafting
Project Paper Landlord and Tenant
Revenue Law
Islamic Law
Customary Law
TEACHING METHODS

The usual course consists of two lectures a week and one tutorial for each:

student a week, Tutorials are held in groups of 10,

Up till the session 1974—1975 ali lectures and tutorials were given in
both English and Malay. In the session 197475 all first year lectures werg
given in Malay only but tutorials in the first year were given in English
only. This year (1975—1976) all first and second year lectures are given in
Malay but tutorials are given in English, There is one exception in that the
lectures by Prof, M,P. Jain, a Visiting Professor on Constitutional Law and
Administrative Law are given in English but there are also lectures in those
subjects in Malay for students from the Malay stream.

The plan is to intraduce lectures in Malay only for the third year in the
1976--1977 session and for the fourth year in the 1977~1978 session,
Tutorials will be given in English, In addition to lectures and ‘tutorials, case
classes are held in certain subjects,

CLINICAL EDUCATION
Clinical education has not yet been introduced. Students are expected to
spend part of their long vocation after the second year in attachment t0

courts, legal aid bureaus, legal departments or firms of advocates and
solicitors,




JMCL The Law Teacher in Malaysia

in addition moots arc held for ali students in the third year,

All studentlin the fourth year are required to do a project paper, They
are encouraged to do such projects on practical and applied aspects of the
Jaw and are expected to do the field work and interviews during the long
vacation after the third year,

EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENTS

Examinations are held at the end of each session. The examinations follow
the pattern of questions at British wniversities and there is a mixture of
book-work and problem questions, In most papets students are allowed to
bring the relevant statutes to the examination hall,

In addition there is continuous assessment throughout the year by the
writing of essays and assignments and tests and 30% of the marks is
allotred to this “class-work ™,

External examiners are appointed for the final (fourth year)
cxaminations. They consist at present of 2 Judge of the Federal Court in
Malaysia and three Professors of Law from Australia.

SPLCIAL PROGRAMMES
The Faculty of Law offers courses in law to students from the Facultics of
Arts and of Economics and Administration.

In addition it runs courses on Commercial Law and Public Law in the
Faculty of Ecopomics and Administration and also gives lectures in law in
the Faculties of Lingineering and Medicine,

Lecturers from the Faculty also offer courses in law at other universities,
that is, the National University, the University of Technology, Nilam Puri
in Kelantan and the Mara Institute of Technology.

POST-GRADUATE STUDIES .
From its inception the Fuaculty has accepted post-graduate students who
have registered for the Ph.D. or LL.M, by thesis.

This year the Faculty has begun to offer a course for the LL.M. by
course work and dissertation. The coutse is confined 1o tutors and other
members of the staff and there are three subjects offered — Comparative
Constitutional Law, Islamic Law and Comparative Family Law.

TEXTBQOKS AND TEACHING MATERIAL
Most of the textbooks which are used are still the English, Indian or
Australian textbooks.

In the early formative years the Faculty members have concentrated on
the production of translations of the basic statutes into Malay. So far the
following statutes have been translated for use in the University —
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(a) The Civil Law Act

(b)Y, The Interpretation Act
{¢) The Contract Act

(d) The National Land Code

There are offictal translations of the Federal Constitution, the Penga
Code and of the recent Law Reform {(Marriage and Divorce) Act, ang
official draft translations of the Evidence Act and the Criminal Procﬁdur&
Code.

Monographs in Malay have been produced on the Malaysian Legal
Systemn and on Muslim Family Law, A member of the staff has publisheq
book on Customary Law in Malay,

It has also been found necessary to make copies of cases and articles fgy
the use of students.

Indonesian textbooks are used as reference works for Customary Layw,
Islamic Law and Jurisprudence.

LEGAL LITERATURE AND LAW PUBLISHING

In the pre-independence period a number of British administrators
interested themselves in Malay Customary Law and they were instruments]
in editing and publishing some of the collections of Malay laws like those
of Malacca, Perak, and Pahang, In addition administrators like ).R. Logan,
R.). Wilkinson, W.E. Maxwell and E.N, Taylor wrote on Malay customary
law.

There were also books written by lawyers like Sir Benson Maxwell
(former Judge) on the Puties of Strairs Magistrates, Sir William Napier on
the Laws of the Straits Settlements, J.R. Innes on Land Registration, A de
Mello on the Law of Extradition and Fugitive offenders, Sir Roland
Braddell on the Laws of the Straits Settlements, the Legal Status of the
Malay States and Common Gaming Houses and S.K. Das on the Torrens
System.

Law Reports were produced by J.N. Kyshe, the Registrar of the
Supreme Court, and by S. Leicester and R.C. Woods, Subsequently official
reports were issued but these have now been replaced by the Malayan Law
Journal begun by Bashir A. Mallal in 1932, Bashir A, Mallal was a pionect
of legal education, research and publication and besides the Malayan Law
Journal, he has produced the Straits Settlements Practice (later the
Supreme Court Practice), the annotated Criminal Procedure Code,
Malayan Cases and Mallal’s Digest of Malayan CAses.

The Faculty of Law in Singapore has produced some textbooks on
Singapore and Malaysian law among which may be mentioned the books
of L,A, Sheridan and of H. Groves on Constitutional Law, S. Jayakumar’s
case books on Constitutional Law and on International Law, Dr, S.M.
Thio’s book on Locus Standi, Mr. P, Pillai’s book on Company Law and

- T

e O,
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g.L.Kah and I\iyint Soc’sbook on the Penal Cade. Books on the Malaysian
Constitution hde also been produced by Tun Mohamed Suffian (now
Lord President) and in Malay by Tan Sii Salleh Abas at present Solicitor-
General, Malaysia,

Both the facultics of Law in Singapore and in Malaya have produced
joumals. The Faculty of Law, University of Malaya’s journal, the Journal
of Malaysian and Comparative Law, has been produced since 1974,

RESEARCLH
In the early formactive yecars the energies of the staff members of the

faculty had perforce to be given to the preparation of undergraduate
teaching, There has been litde opportunity and time for research,

A number of the staff members are registered for higher degrees in the
University of Malaya, but their progress has been slow,

One LL.M. student has presented his thesis on “The Amendment
Process in the Malaysian Constitution” and has been awarded the degree.

There are now 11 students registered for the degree of LL.M. by thesis
(including four students from the National University),

One staff member is doing rescarch for the degree of Ph.D, in London,

LAW TEACHERS
There are four grades of teachers —~ Professors, Associate Professors,
Lecturers and Tutors,

There has been no difficulty in filling the post of lecturers, The Faculty
of Law was lucky in being able to get the services of some scholars who
had been sent by the Government or Government agencics to study in
England, and who on their return have been allowed to join the University
to serve their period of service under the scholarship bonds {for three to
five years) with the University, Most of the lecturers have already obtained
their Masters degree bur two lecturers were appointed from the practising
Bar,

Table 1
Lecturers LIM. {London) LLM. (SingaE(Jre)
13 5 1
LL.M. Wellington, N.Z. LL.M. Belfast
1 1

LL.B. Singapore
2




260 Jernal Undang-Undang

Untif recently it was difficult to appoint and to retain tutopg by
yqar tacre were more applicants than places and five turors "avet thi
appointed, two graduates from Singapore and three from Malaya, !

It has been much more difficult to fill the posts of Profeggy, .
Associate Professor — and two posts of Professor and two pOm."
Assaciate Professor have been vacant since 1972, oL

Of the 19 staff members, 8 are legally qualified and have been callgq oo
the Bar; 3 are reading in Chambers prior to being called. "

Vacancies for the Chairs, for the Associate Professors and for lecturgry
are advertised not only locally but also abroad. Vacancies for tutory ﬂl’é
advertised locally, j

There is a University Selection Board for the sclection of suaff
unfortunately at present the Dean is not a member of the Selection Bogrg.
and is only called as an adviser, Some difficulty has therefore beey
experienced in persuading the Board vo offer appointments to persop,
who are considered desirable by the Faculty.

LIBRARY
At present the Law Library has 35,000 textbooks, 199 titles of law reporm
and 179 titles of journals. It ‘has been able to obtain the Minimum The v

Holdings recommended by the Society of Public Teachers in Law.
The Library has been fortunate in being able to buy the libraries of o
practising advocates and solicitors, one in Singapore and one in Kuals

Lumpur and also parc of the library of a Judge, who had died. Vote
A capital grant of $500,000 was given to the Faculty of Law for its Vote
library and the annual grant is $60,000, 1t is hoped that a further grant of Vote

$500,000 will be given under the Third Malaysia Plan. ! “’,"‘2
I ot

THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE AS A VEHICLE FOR LAW
The Federal Constitution pravides that the national language is Malay and

under the Nationa) Language Act, all official acts should be in the Malay - 197
Language. Acts of Parfiament and subsidiary legislation are published in |

both languages, Bahasa Malaysia and English. Some of the old acts are still BM
in English and amendments to such acts are also made in English. BM
Proccedings in the lower courts are gradually changing to being held in 8
Malay but English is still the language used in the High Court and the v ?W

Federal Court. Judgments in the High Court and in the Federal Court ar¢
given and published in English.

As part of the national education policy, the medium of intruction in
all Universities in Malaysia will change to Bahasa Malaysia in 1980 but
already teaching in Malay has been progressing at a steady pace in the
University of Malaya.

All lectures in the first year in the Faculty of Law were given in Bahasa
Malaysia in the 1975—1976 session and in the present 1976—1977 session
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e | Jectures in the 1st gnd Z.nd year {except those by Visiting tcachc.:rs) are
i beeu sven in Bahask Malaysia, It is expected that by th‘e 19781979 sessions all
n ectures in all years will be given in Bahasa Malaysia. Tutorials will however
or ang continue o be conducted in English, ’
s of Bahasa Malaysia and English arc taught as languages in the Faculty and
itis hoped that all graduates will be proficient in both languages.
lled ¢4 Most of the staff are able to teach in Bahasa Malaysia and in English.
There are problems in teaching in Bahasa Malaysia mainly beeause of
‘Nurers the lack of concepual terms but these problems are not insurmountable,
1S are No difficulty is envisaged in carrying out the programme for a complere
change in the medium of instruction by 1980,
f but A more worrying problem is the lowering in the standard of English
}oarq which is noticeable not only in those who have come from the Malay
been sweam, but even in those from the English stream, Steps are being taken in
Sons, the University to improve the teaching of English by the adoption of
TESL methods,
Fimance, budgetting and law schoo! government and administration
orts
wum The votes approved were as follows: —
‘weo 1972 1973 1974 1975
1ala
Yote A — Stationery $ 4853 $3,538.84( $3.400.00 $3,471.00
its Vote B - Transport 1,000 200.00 '1,600.00 1,103,00
of VoteC - Teaching Material 2,200 3,649.31 5.800.00 5,179.00
Yore D -- Equipment 550 1,011.85 1,600.00 1,288.00
Vote E — Purchase of Special
Equipment 10,000 600.00 = ==
d
b4 1976
n
! BM. 2-21 Transport $1,603.00
BM, 2—23 Postage cte. 250.00
| BM.2-26 Printing 500.00
i BM. 227 Equipment 8,188.00
BM. 2-28 Miscellaneous 500.00
FAGULTY
The Faculty of Law consists of the Dean, Deputy Dean and professors
and lecturers, Its decisions are subject to approval by Senate and in
matters of finance and policy also by the Council. The Faculty has an
Administrative Assistant, a clerical officer, stenographers and typists.




Jernal Undang-Undang

GRADUATES

Foryy-six students graduated from the Faculty in 1976. The breakd

Wi gf
thesc graduates are as follows:— of

Bumiputra  Non-Bumiputra English Stream  Malay Streqy, Totg ¢
30 i6 40 6 46 ‘t’;

It is too early yet to state the occupations of the graduates byt they
may be divided tentatively as follows:— '
Government Service — 28
University Teacher —
Bank Negara -
Practice as advocate and Solicitor -
Employment in private sector -

w0 ek

POSITION OF LAW TEACHER

Although some of the teachers in the Faculty are legally qualified and have
been called to the Bar, they have not been allowed to practise at the Bar,
even as counsel. They are however permitted to give opinions when
requested by advocates and solicitors.

Members of the faculty have been asked ro advise on the redraft of the
Administration of Muslim Law Enactment in Selangor and on the
Administration of Wakafs in Penang.

Members of the Faculty have also taken active part in conferences held
by the Malaysian Bar and also in international conferences like the
Conference of the Commonwealth Magistrates Association and the Asian-
African Legal Consultative Committee,

Because of their being barred from practice, the law teachers find it:
difficule to keep in touch with the practice of the law, The Dean of the
Law Faculty is 2 member of Advisory panel of the Malayan Law Journal
and is also on the Law Revision Committee. Apart from that the Faculty
maintains close personal and social contacts with the members of the
Judiciary, the Legal Service and the Bar, 1

The Second and Third Malaysia plans have two main objectives: (2) the
eradication of poverty both urban and rural and (b) the restructuring of |
society. In regard to the second objective more opportunities will be giveR
to the Bumiputra ~ the Malays and the natives of Sabah and Sarawak —t0 !
have a2 more equitable share in commerce, industry and the learned
professions. It is in this respect that the Faculty of Law in the University
of Mzlaya can play its part in increasing the number of Malay and native
lawyers. From the list of advocates and solicitors in West Malaysia at the | |
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end of 1975 it appears that there were 994 advocates and solicitors. The
Malays constituted only 103 in number or about 10.4%.
The number of Malays in the Legal Services was 70 as compared with
37 non-Malays giving a percentage of 65.42 Malays and 34.58 non-Malays,
It is hoped that the Faculty will be able to produce a more equitable
distribution of Bumiputra and non-Bumiputra graduates and this will help
to improvc the position of Malays in the legal profession.

Ahmad Ibrahim*

"Dean and Professor of Law, Faculty of Law, University of Malaya,
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LEGAL EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT
sOME THOUGHTS ON LEGAL EDUCATION IN SINGAPORE

Jc is with considerable diffidence that 1 hazard a few random thoughts on
the subject of legal education in Singapore, After all, two years — the
length of my stay — is but a short period, and | myself would be disposed
to regard with a certain amount of suspicion anyone using so short a
period of observation as a basis for comment, Nevertheless, a few thoughts
lie restless in my mind, clamouring for escape: sa let me, without more
ado, permit them to be released from the prison wherein they lic,

Such views as [ Lave formed on this subject are the result of experience
of teaching first and sccond year students for two years and some third
and fourth year students for a year; of lengthy discussions with students
and colleagues far more knowledgeable in the subject than mysclf; and of
occasional mediation, as 1 walked round what is surely one of the most
beautiful of university campuses, that of the University on Bukit Timah
Road, Singapore. What follow are, howevecr, N1y own views: views not as
yet tempered in the fire of debate. And let me add that nothing here is
offered in criticism of those who have been so extraordinarily kind and
helpful to me in Singapore. The island Republic is a good place in which to
work, and for the academic lawyer, the Law Library there is the best of its
kind in Asia.

First, then, before I embark upon the subject of legal education proper,
let me comment upon the calibre of the Singapore student. This may seem
to be putting the cart before the horse: but I think not, I find it impossible
to come to any sort of intelligent (well, hopefully intelligent) assessment
of the matter, until | have considered what we have in the way of — if 1
darc usc the rerm — raw material, What sort of person is the prospective
Singapore law student?

Well, he or she — I stress the "she”, since women law students seem to
dominate the Law Faculty, in numbers as well as charm — will be a
product of the Singapore educational system. That system is, like the
Republic itself, perhaps, in search of a realistic, appropriate policy suited
to the circumstances of its time and situation, In the technical,
constitutional sense, Malay remains the national Jlanguage, but
concentration upon the use of English has recently become more
pronounced. This year all tuition in Nanyang University is, | believe, in
English, although students can write their answer papers in examinations
in English or Chinese, At the tertiary level of education in Singapore, then,
English, is the choscn instrument of instruction.




